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Letter from the Executive Director

CHRISTOPHER KAUFMAN ILSTRUP

Seeking Universal Literacy

his fall I had the great privilege of

interviewing Library of Congress
Living Legend Katherine Paterson for our
Fall Conference, “Democracy 20/20.”
Many of you know Katherine from her
classic YA novels Bridge to Terabithia
and Jacob Have I Loved. She has spoken
for Vermont Humanities many times,
and we have twice chosen her work for
Vermont Reads, most recently in 2018
with Bread and Roses, Too.

We discussed My Brigadista Year, her
2017 middle-grade novel about the 1961
Cuban Literacy Campaign. The book won
an International Latino Book Award, and opens with an epigram by the
Cuban revolutionary poet Jose Marti, “It is the duty of man to raise up man.”

It is a sentiment that Victor Swenson certainly would have agreed with.
After founding Vermont Humanities in 1974, Victor worked tirelessly for
universal literacy in Vermont. Katherine shared with me that Vermont Adult
Learning, one of Vermont Humanities™ key literacy partners, was inspired by
the Cuban brigadistas.

During the Cuban Literacy Campaign, thousands of literate young people
left their coastal cities and went into the mountains of the island nation to
work alongside farmers and factory workers during the day, while teaching
them how to read and write at night. By the end of the year-long campaign,
international observers noted that Cuba had indeed reached universal literacy.
The nation has largely maintained that success up to the present day.

Vermont is not too far behind. According to the World Population Review,
Vermont has the fourth-highest literacy rate in the United States, at 93.4%.
Buc still almost 33,000 adult Vermonters are functionally illiterate. Too many
of our neighbors don’t have the basic literacy skills to function in our society.

We have a lot of work to do in Vermont to reach Victor Swenson’s goal.
That's why we're proud to have a new literacy team at Vermont Humanities,
led by Tess Taylor and Jonny Flood, with support from Wendy Martin, Leanne
Porter and others. This team is re-evaluating our approach and pedagogy, with
an aim to pilot new concepts in 2021.

We are also proud to be joining forces with the Vermont Center for the Book
(see story on opposite page), the Vermont Department of Libraries, and the
A.D. Henderson Foundation to launch these new literacy programs in 2021
for all aspiring readers, from the very young to the very old. Follow our social
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media channels or sign up for our emails to get more information about how
you can support this work.

Watch Christopher’s conversation with Katherine Paterson at
vermonthumanities.org/conference-brigadista-year.



Werrmant
Humankties

Vermont Humanities staff with Congressman John Lewis and his March Trilogy co-author Andrew Aydin
at the Flynn Center in Burlington on October 7, 2019. From left: Aydin, Director of Communications
Ryan Newswanger, Director of Programs Tess Taylor, Congressman Lewis, Community Programs Officer
Richelle Franzoni, Development Officer Linda Wrazen, Executive Director Christopher Kaufman llstrup,
and former Community Programs Officer Gina Robinson.

Vermont Reads Wins Award
for Outstanding Programming

n November, Vermont Humanities won one of four 2020 Schwartz Prizes

for outstanding public humanities programming in the US for Vermont
Reads 2019: March: Book One. The award is given by the Federation of State
Humanities Councils at its annual conference, which was held online this year.

“We are deeply honored to have been selected for this prize, and proud to
continue John Lewis’ legacy of making good trouble,” said Executive Director
Christopher Kaufman Ilstrup. “Our work with March: Book One helped to
change the conversation about structural racism in Vermont and build a
core group of community organizations committed to antiracism work.”

Ninety-eight communities across Vermont developed programs around
the graphic novel written by civil rights icon John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and
Nate Powell. Vermont Reads 2019 culminated in a visit by Congressman
Lewis and Aydin to Burlington in October. They spoke to 4200 people over
three sold-out shows, including two matinees for Vermont schoolchildren.
The events were the largest in the history of Vermont Humanities.

Learn more about the award and the Vermont Reads program at
vermonthumanities.org/vermont-reads.

See the list of winners at bit.ly/schwartz-2020

Vermont
Center for
the Book
Joins Vermont
Humanities

With support from

the A.D. Henderson
Foundation and the Vermont
Department of Libraries, the
Vermont Center for the Book
(VCB) will join Vermont
Humanities in 2021. VCB
has provided professional
development for public and
school librarians and for early
educators since 1993. With
this partnership, Vermont
Humanities will join the
network of 50 Centers for the
Book affiliated with the Library
of Congress and build a closer
relationship with the Vermont
Department of Libraries.

VCB Executive Director
Wendy Martin said, “We are
thrilled that the two organizations’
shared vision—improving and
increasing learning opportunities
for early educators, librarians, and
families—is in excellent hands.”

The new partnership will
consolidate learning opportunities
for constituencies reached in
the past by both organizations.
Through their Vermont Early
Literacy Initiative, the Vermont
Center for the Book has reached
98 of Vermonts 183 public
libraries since 2010. Vermont
Humanities reached 1161 early
educators last year through
our own literacy programs,
impacting 4016 children in
their care.
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Vermont Humanities
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The Hate U Give Projects to Continue into 2021

Due to the twin pandemics

of Covid-19 and systemic
racism, we are extending
Vermont Reads 2020:
The Hate U Give until
June 2021, the end of the
academic year.

o1 e Ford oy Bralacdier

ANGIE THOMAS

THE
* HATE

Vermont

Angie Thomas’ bestselling YA novel about the Black Lives Matter movement
is finding an even wider audience now than when it was first published in
2017. The powerful themes of 7he Hate U Give have been brought into sharper
focus for millions of Americans by the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor,
and Ahmaud Arbury.

Our work with the book began with a powerful training on reading and racism
led by Latinx scholar Dr. Laura Jiménez of Boston University in February. About
30 cultural leaders from around the state gathered in Montpelier to develop their
facilitation skills to lead active community conversations about racism, bias, and
equity through 7he Hate U Give. One participant noted, “I was forced to think
and get uncomfortable in all the best ways. Dr. Jiménez was both empathetic and
unswerving in her directness.”

A month after this training session, Covid-19 upended everything we had planned
for 2020. The pandemic disrupted our ability to hold in-person Vermont Reads
programs. For many months we could not ship books or offer programs in schools,
churches, and community centers.

But this summer, several schools held socially distanced Humanities Camps
based around Black Lives Matter and 7he Hate U Give. At the Maple Run School
in St. Albans, camp director Tess Bradshaw told us, “This group of students is going
to change the world for the better, and we are proud to have had the privilege of
working with them.”

In early October, we teamed with the Vermont Library Association to host a
Zoom conversation between Dr. Jiménez and the Vermont State Librarian, Jason
Broughton. We've placed a video of their conversation on the Vermont Reads
section of our website.

We encourage you to watch the video and then contact us about your Vermont
Reads community project. We'll work with you to provide expert facilitation so
that your project can be a catalyst for action against systemic racism, even in the
midst of the pandemic.

Watch Jason Broughton and Dr. Laura Jiménez in conversation on our website
at vermonthumanities.org/vermont-reads.

for details.

Take Part in Vermont Reads 2020!

Join Vermonters statewide by reading and exploring The Hate U Give.
With a brief application, schools, libraries, historical societies,
service groups, businesses, churches, local governments, and
others can partner in activities that promote literacy, encourage
lifelong learning, and strengthen community.

We will offer training sessions and discussion leaders to help
facilitate conversations about The Hate U Give. Visit vtreads.org

APPLICATIONS:
vtreads.org or call 802.262.1355.

Underwriter
Jan Blomstrann

Media Sponsor

VPR

With support from the
Jack & Dorothy Byrne Foundation.

Page 4 + Vermont Humanities * Fall 2020




Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act

4 D

VERMONT HUMANITIES and the VERMONT ARTS COUNCIL
gave over $780,000 in Covid-19 Emergency Relief Grants to
123 cultural organizations, located in all 14 counties in Vermont

CARES Act Report to the Community

Funding for this program is provided primarily from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020.



Dear Friends,

When we each took on our leadership roles
at the Vermont Arts Council and at Vermont

Humanities, we envisioned future partnerships between

the two organizations whose missions supportVermont’s
cultural sector, regardless of medium or discipline. In 2019
we co-hosted a Grafton Conference on the Power of the
Arts and Humanities that brought together cultural leaders
from across the state, from different generations, and from
diverse perspectives and backgrounds.

In March 2020, when the Covid-19 pandemic hit
Vermont, we developed a joint response to deliver urgently
needed economic aid to struggling cultural organizations.
We organized weekly Zoom strategy sessions for cultural
leaders, connected with our political leaders in Congress
and at the State House, and advocated for resources
and support for museums, galleries, historical societies,
performance venues, libraries, theater and dance companies,
cultural centers,and more. And we continue this daily work
in the ninth month of the pandemic.

This report shows what we did with the resources
allocated for Vermont cultural institutions in the first
CARES Act, passed by Congress in April 2020 and
distributed through the National Endowment for the
Humanities and the National Endowment for the Arts.

For the first time, our two organizations co-created and

implemented a joint grant program, distributing $781,000
in a matter of weeks to 123 cultural organizations across
Vermont, in all 14 counties.

CARES Act Report to the Community

To stretch available funds, grants were awarded in
increments of $5000, $7500, and $10000 based on the
organization’s budget size.VWe used an equity lens to ensure
that those organizations that traditionally have higher barriers
to resources were funded first.Well over half of the funding
was distributed to the smallest and most at-risk cultural
organizations, with annual budgets of less than $250,000.

While we appreciate this vital support through the
CARES Act, the economic losses in the cultural sector
are enormous. In the spring and summer months alone,
Vermont cultural organization sustained over $35 million
in lost revenue. As winter returns to the United States
and community spread of the virus continues, the sector
continues to lose millions of dollars each month.We are
grateful for the support of the Vermont legislature and
the Scott administration, which allocated an additional
$5 million in July in recognition of this ongoing crisis.
We urge you to contact your elected officials, thank them
for what they have done already, and ask them to continue
to advocate for the cultural sector, both in Vermont and
across the nation. Our cultural organizations are essential
for the vitality and recovery of our communities.

Sincerely,

Karen Mittelman Christopher Kaufman listrup

Vermont Arts Council  Vermont Humanities



Arts Grants

Vermont Covid-19
Cultural Relief
Grant Program

Emergency
Relief Grants

I 4 Counties - representing all
areas of Vermont

$6362 Average grant size

Grants to organizations:

Vermont Arts Exchange

7 I with bUdgets under $250K “When Covid-19 came to town, we basically

3 6 with budgets from $250-750K found ourselves with no audience for our music
series, no participants in our art education work,

I 6 with budgets over $750K and our studio became empty,” said Matthew Perry,

co-founder and Executive Director of Vermont
Arts Exchange in North Bennington.The $7500
Emergency Relief Grant VAE received from the
Vermont Arts Council “feeds my morale big time,”
said Perry. “Seeing the creative effort between
the organizations collaborating and uniting is

inspiring and hopeful.”
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Arts Grants

Organization Name

2Creative Community
Art in the Neighborhood
Burlington City Arts

Carving Studio and Sculpture Center

Center for Arts and Learning

Champlain Philharmonic Orchestra

Community of Sound
Craftsbury Chamber Players
Gallery at the VAULT
Inclusive Arts Vermont
Latchis Arts

Lost Nation Theater

Lyric Theatre Company
Main Street Arts

Memphremagog Arts Collaborative

Middlebury Studio School
Music-COMP
New England Youth Theatre

New England Center for Circus Arts

Northern Stage Company
Off Center for the Dramatic Arts
Opera Company of Middlebury

Pentangle Arts

Town

Winooski
Brattleboro
Burlington
West Rutland
Montpelier
Middlebury
Burlington
Craftsbury
Springfield
Essex Junction
Brattleboro
Montpelier
South Burlington
Saxtons River
Newport
Middlebury
Duxbury
Brattleboro
Brattleboro
White River Jct.
Burlington
Middlebury
Woodstock

Amount

$5,000
$5,000
$10,000
$7,500
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$7,500
$5,000
$7,500
$7,500
$7,500
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000
$7,500
$10,000
$10,000
$5,000
$5,000
$7,500

Organization Name Town Amount
Revelry Theater Burlington $5,000
River Arts of Morrisville Morrisville $7,500
River Gallery School of Art Brattleboro $7,500
SEABA Exhibitions Burlington $5,000
Seven Stars Arts Center Sharon $5,000
Shelburne Craft School Shelburme $7,500
Social Band Hinesburg $5,000
Society of Vermont Artists

and Craftsmen Ludlow $5,000
Springfield Community Players  Springfield $5,000
Stone Valley Arts Poultney $5,000
Stowe Story Labs Stowe $7,500
Studio Place Arts Barre $5,000
The Barre Opera House Barre $7,500
The Circus Barn Greensboro $10,000
The MINT (Rutland Makers) Rutland $5,000
Theatre Adventure Brattleboro $5,000
Vermont Crafts Council Montpelier $5,000
Vermont Performing Arts League Burlington $7,500
Very Merry Theatre Burlington $7,500

West Rutland Carving Studio
and Sculpture Center

The Carving Studio and Sculpture Center inspires
people to create three-dimensional art on the
grounds of Vermont’s historic West Rutland
marble quarries.A $7500 Emergency Relief Grant
from the Vermont Arts Council helped staff learn
new safety practices, adapt to remote working,
and find new ways of communicating with
constituents. “It was the encouragement

we desperately needed to move forward,”’

said Executive Director Carol Driscoll.



Humanities Grants

AU

Out in the Open

“We have seen a large increase in requests for support
from our rural LGBTQ community members during the

pandemic” said HB Lozito, Executive Director of Out in

the Open.The organization, which aims to connect

rural LGTBQ people, received a $5000 Emergency

Relief Grant from Vermont Humanities. The funding

helped Out in the Open keep staffing levels intact, launch

a 'zine exploring rural LGBTQ food traditions, and

create seven Out in the Open Radio Hour episodes.

Organization Town Amount Organization Town Amount
Alburgh Public Library Alburgh $5,000 Orleans County
Alice M.Ward Memorial Library Canaan $5,000 Historical Society Brownington $7,500
Barre Historical Society Barre $5,000 Out in the Open Brattleboro $5,000
Bennington Museum Bennington $10,000 Outright Vermont Burlington $7,500
Billings Farm & Museum Woodstock $10,000 Park McCullough House North Bennington ~ $5,000
Bixby Memorial Free Library Vergennes $7,500 Pawlet Public Library Pawlet $5,000
Blake Memorial Library Association East Corinth $5,000 Pride Center of Vermont Burlington $7,500
Brandon Free Public Library Brandon $5,000 Richard A.and Barbara W. Snelling
Brattleboro Words Project Brattleboro $5,000 Center for Government Shelburme $7,500
Center for Cartoon Studies White River Jct $8,500 Robert Frost Stone House Museum
Clemmons Family Farm Charlotte $5,000 at Bennington College Shaftsbury $5,000
Craftsbury Public Library Craftsbury Common  $5,000 Ruth Stone Foundation Goshen $5,000
Dailey Memorial Library Derby $5,000 Saint Albans Museum St. Albans $5,000
Ethan Allen Homestead Museum Burlington $5,000 Shelburne Museum Shelburme $10,000
Friends of the Fletcher Free Library Burlington $5,000 Solomon Wright Pubic Library Pownal $5,000
Friends of the Jeudevine Library Hardwick $5,000 South Hero Library Foundation  South Hero $5,000
Friends of the Morrill Homestead Strafford $5,000 Sundog Poetry Center Johnson $5,000
Friends of the Wardsboro Library Wardsboro $5,000 TW Wood Gallery Montpelier $5,000
Henry Sheldon Museum of Town of Hyde Park/

Vermont History Middlebury $7,500 Lanpher Memorial Library Hyde Park $5,000
Heritage Winooski Mill Museum Winooski $5,000 Vermont Abenaki
Hildene, The Lincoln Family Home Manchester $10,000 Artists Association Burlington $5,000
Jaquith Public Library Marshfield $5,000 Vermont Council on World Affairs
John G.McCullough Free Library North Bennington $5,000 World Affairs Burlington $5,000
Londonderry Arts & Historical Society ~ Londonderry $5,000 Vermont Ski Museum Stowe $5,000
Main Street Museum White River Jct $5,000 Windsor Public Library Windsor $5,000
Mercy Connections Burlington $5,000 Woodbury Community Library ~ Woodbury $5,000
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival Leicester $5,000 Woodstock History Center Woodstock $7,500
Middletown Springs Historical Society ~ Middletown Springs ~ $5,000



Humanities Grants

Old Stone House Museum

Cultural organizations like the Old Stone House
Museum, which is operated by the Orleans
County Historical Society, are especially
important in rural areas like the Northeast
Kingdom.The museum includes the collections
of Alexander Twilight, a progressive educator
who was the first person of African descent to
receive a college degree in the United States
when he graduated from Middlebury College in
1823.“We'd be losing a cornerstone if we had to
permanently shut our doors because of Covid- 19,
a lack of funds, and a lack of tour revenue,” said
Executive Director Molly Veysey.The Historical
Society received a $7500 Emergency Relief Grant
from Vermont Humanities.
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Dual Grants:

JAG Productions

JAG Productions in White River Junction presents
classic and contemporary African-American
theatre with a goal to challenge hierarchies of race,
gender, class, and sexuality. A $7500 grant from the
Vermont Arts Council and Vermont Humanities
helped the organization chip away at debt and

keep its staff during the pandemic.“Art is what
brings us together;” said Producing Artist Director
Jarvis Green.“It’'s what connects us. It’s what

keeps us in larger conversations. It's how we see

humanity reflected.”

Big Heavy World

A $5000 grant from Vermont Humanities and the
Vermont Arts Council helped Big Heavy World
respond to both the pandemic and to George
Floyd’s murder and subsequent Black Lives Matter
protests.“VWe perceive our role to be one of
amplification,” said Executive Director James
Lockridge.To help serve the Burlington community
of new Americans, D] Jules Wetchi (pictured)
broadcasts community health information in
multiple languages from Big Heavy World’s

radio station.
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Organization

Brattleboro Museum And Art Center

Bread and Puppet Theater

Bryan Memorial Gallery
Catamount Film & Arts
Chandler Center for the Arts
Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium

Flynn Center for the Performing Arts

Get Thee to the Funnery

Green Mountains Review

Helen Day Art Center

Island Arts (Champlain Islands
Celebration of the Arts)

JAG Productions

Next Stage Arts Project

Paramount Center

Rokeby Museum

Rutland Area Art Association, Inc.

Sandglass Center for Puppetry
and Theater Research

Town

Brattleboro
Glover
Jeffersonville
St. Johnsbury
Randolph

St. Johnsbury
Burlington
Craftsbury
Johnson

Stowe

North Hero
White River Jct
Putney

Rutland
Ferrisburgh
Rutland

Putney

Amount

$7,500
$7,500
$7,500
$10,000
$7,500
$10,000
$10,000
$5,000
$7,500
$7,500

$5,000
$7,500
$7,500
$10,000
$5,000
$5,000

$7,500

Arts and Humanities

Organization

Scrag Mountain Music
Southern Vermont Arts Center
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum
The Big Heavy World
Foundation
The Fairfield Community
Center Association
The Vermont Jazz Center
Town Hall Theater
Vermont Arts Exchange
Vermont Curators Group
Vermont Dance Alliance
Vermont Granite Museum
Vermont International
Film Foundation
Vermont Studio Center
Vermont Youth Orchestra

Association

Town

Marshfield
Manchester
St. Johnsbury

Burlington

East Fairfield
Brattleboro
Middlebury

North Bennington
St. Johnsbury
Burlington

Barre

Burlington
Johnson

Colchester

Amount

$5,000
$10,000
$7,500

$5,000

$5000
$7,500
$10,000
$7.500
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

$7,500
$10,000

$7,500
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“Our cultural organlzatlons are essential for

the_wtallty and recovery of our communltles.

The Town Hall Theater in Middlebury used the $10000 in CARES Act grants they received from Vermont Humanities
and the Vermont Arts Council to support artists, pay staff wages, cover general operating costs, and host their first
live, outdoor show since the theater closed temporarily due to the pandemic.The sold-out show by Bread & Puppet

Theater was held behind Woodchuck Cider in September. Town Hall Theater later helped host other outdoor events,

including the play “The Agitators” at the Clemmons Family Farm in Charlotte.

Vermon.t. f ts council
Huma.n ities workl foracreanve state
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Staff News

We welcome new staff members:

Rachel Edens, our new
Community Programs
Officer, lives in White
River Junction and

was Assistant Dean for
Pluralism and Leadership
at Dartmouth College.
She also served as the
Inaugural Assistant Dean
to First Generation and
Low Income Students at
Dartmouth College and as
the Director of the Center
for Civic Advancement at Tusculum College in Tennessee.
Rachel is adept at program and project management,
program evaluation, and grant research and writing. Her
scholarship focuses on the intersections of race, disability,
and mental health in black women’s experiences. At Vermont
Humanities, Rachel will work on our public humanities
programs including First Wednesdays, the Fall Conference,
and Words in the Woods.

Jonny Flood, our new
Literacy Programs
Manager, grew up in
Vermont and lives in East
Calais. He is a graduate of
Boston University with a
BS in Secondary English
Education. Jonny was
Education Director of New
England Youth Theatre

and is a long-time associate
of the “Get Thee to the Funnery” youth Shakespeare camp.
Jonny brings a high level of innovation and an understanding
of the value of the humanities and of literacy in his work
with very young children, youth in detention, and in
international communities.

Wendy Martin and Leanne Porter will also serve as

key members of our Literacy Programs team. Leanne, a
longtime early literacy faculty member at Northern Vermont
University, worked as our Interim Manager of Literacy
Programs from January to September 2020 and will remain
onboard as a literacy advisor and trainer. Wendy has worked
as an early literacy educator for the Vermont Center for

the Book for over 20 years and will continue in that role at
Vermont Humanities.

We bid farewell and offer thanks:

Jeff Euber left our staff
in June after working

on our Literacy and
Communications

teams for 15 years. Jeff
helped build the success
of our signature First
Wednesdays program by
coordinating all publicity
for the lecture series.

He also managed the
many moving parts of
our literacy programs
and helped make our Never Too Early and Read with Me
programs popular among early childhood educators.

Gina Robinson began
her work as a Program
Officer in early 2019 and
left our staff in June of
2020. Gina managed the
First Wednesdays series
and helped to set the
course for some of our
anti-racist programming,
including the evolving
Frederick Douglass and
Beyond program. She also
launched a new partnership with the Vermont State
Parks and the Vermont Arts Council with our Words in
the Woods program, which honors the connection
between Vermont poets and our landscape.

Honors:

Executive Director Christopher Kaufman Ilstrup received
The Snelling Center for Government’s Excellence in
Leadership Award for 2020 in September. In making
the award, The Snelling Center noted that “a common
theme of his work has been increasing access, inclusion,
opportunity and knowledge for Vermonters. Christopher
has made a significant contribution to Vermont and its
community life, demonstrated skillful and innovative
leadership, and a commitment to mentoring the next
generation of leaders, embodying the award criteria set
forth in honor of Jan S. Eastman, the founding director of
the Vermont Leadership Institute.” Christopher is a 2004
graduate of the Vermont Leadership Institute.
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View Archived

Fall Conference
“Democracy 20/20”

Videos Online

View all 13 sessions at vermonthumanities.org/
democracy, including the following:

NOILYIDOSSY SLSILYY MYNIGY LNOWYIA ASILYNOD

Democracy, Social Change, and Representation
in N'dakinna (Our Homeland)

A panel of Abenaki voices considers the threads of place,
home, belonging, and representation in a time of great
social change.

Alexander von Humboldt and the
United States: Art, Nature, and Culture

Eleanor Jones Harvey, senior curator at the Smithsonian
American Art Museum, illuminates Humboldt’s lasting
impression on our visual arts, sciences, literature, and politics.

Vermont’s Temples of Democracy:

A Tour with State Curator David Schutz
Vermont State Curator David Schutz explores the
architectural symbolism of our beautifully-restored
capitol building, and visits a rural town hall.

Vermont Humanities Launches New Grant Programs

I n January,Vermont Humanities will launch new grant flexible funding that will be there when they need it most,”
programs that will include rapid-response grants of up said Richelle Franzoni, manager of the grants program.

to $1000 for initiatives needing immediate support; regular Richelle continued,“We are also delighted to be budgeting
project grants up to $5000 that can include both traditional twice as much money for community grants in 2021 than

humanities disciplines and applied humanities and community  in the previous cycle.”

development worlk;and a Humanities Partnership Grant To learn more about our new grants programs,
Program that will provide multi-year flexible support. visit vermonthumanities.org/grants or email
“We're pleased to be providing more opportunities rfranzoni@vermonthumanities.org.

for different kinds of community organizations to access
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Left to right: Telling Disability Stories; How Yiddish Changed America and How America Changed Yiddish; Meeting Men through Imagination

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, First Wednesdays
talks hosted by our library partners will only
be offered online, via Zoom. Advance registration is
required for these free events.The following talks
will take place on Wednesday, January 6 at 7:00 pm.

Telling Disability Stories:
Histories, Representations, and Imaginations

In spotlighting stories centered on disabled people,
Middlebury professor Susan Burch draws on history,
popular media representations, and inclusive design
practices to reimagine our past, present, and possible
future. Register at vermonthumanities.org/norwich.

Why College in Prison? Why Liberal Arts?
Kathy Fox, founder and director of the UVM Liberal
Arts in Prison Program, explains how everyone can be
transformed by exposure to a liberal arts curriculum.
Register at vermonthumanities.org/essexjunction.

How Yiddish Changed America and
How America Changed Yiddish

Amberst College professor Ilan Stavans surveys how Yiddish
is imprinted in American English, and how works by
Jewish authors show the deep impact of immigration on the
United States. Register at vermonthumanities.org/manchester.

Meeting Men through Imagination

Podcaster Josiah Rule Randazzo explores how we can

transform our understanding of masculinity and manhood.

Register at vermonthumanities.org/brattleboro.

How to Read Chinese Poetry (If You Can’t
Read Chinese): The Case of Ezra Pound

Middlebury professor Timothy Billings discusses the
“translations” of Chinese poetry that Ezra Pound published
in 1915, although Pound didn’t understand a word of

Chinese. Register at vermonthumanities.org/middlebury.

Reinventing the Family Home

Middlebury professor Erin Sassin examines how American

reformers and homeowners have, in pursuit of “the simple

life,” attempted to reinvent the form and idea of the single-
family home. Register at vermonthumanities.org/montpelier.

The Ingredients of Informed
Environmental Stewardship

Philip Ackerman-Leist from Sterling College shares inspiring
stories from communities that have connected science,
policy, community action, and the arts to work toward a
pesticide-free future. Register at vermonthumanities.org/newport.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative

Derek Boothby examines China’s infrastructure developments
and investments in nearly 70 countries, an attempt to

restructure the world economy.
Register at vermonthumanities.org/rutland.

Making Rumble Strip in My Closet

Erica Heilman discusses the interview process and
shares stories from her podcast, which she describes as

“extraordinary conversations with ordinary people.”
Register at vermonthumanities.org/stjohnsbury.
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